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They met in one of 
New York’s family sanc-

tuary shelters 20 years 
ago, at the height of the 
asylum seeker surge. 
It wasn’t exactly a star-

crossed beginning—things 
were rough in the shelters 
and many arrived without 
the support network of local 
family who had already es-
tablished themselves in New 
York.  They were kids then, 
escaping the unsafe situa-
tions in Venezuela and Haiti, 
and other places. While liv-
ing in a converted hotel in 
East New York run by the 
Catholic Church, they went 
to the city’s public schools. 
They became New Yorkers. 

And they found success. In 
the years since, this group 
of friends become business 
leaders, attorneys, develop-
ers, politicians, and even a 
celebrity. They’ve fanned 
out around the country. But 
they’ve stayed friends all 
these years and expanded 
their network to include 
hundreds of asylum seekers 
who came over as children. 
They share a bond knowing 
their lives could have been 
otherwise, and feeling a re-
sponsibility to pay some of 
it back. 

This is what sparked Ameri-
can Dream Renewal, a poli-
cy institute and philanthro-
py led by congresswoman 
Olga Cardenas—the first 
asylum seeker elected to 
federal office. ADR is  now 
a formidable presence in 
Washington and it’s pushing 
a bold anti-poverty plan that 
would make Lyndon John-
son nod in approval. The 
most surprising thing about 
the plan: it has nothing to do 
with asylum or even immi-
gration. Its point is simply 
to alleviate Child poverty in 
the US. 

Olga and her fellow asylees 
benefitted from the excel-
lent New York City public 
schools where they learned 
English and discovered 
their talents and leadership 
abilities.   ADR focuses on 
education by supporting 
special programs in public 
schools—especially ELS. It 
also tracks students through 

a pipeline of internships 
with companies the mi-

grants started. 

They’ve developed it 
from a pilot into a 
massive project over 

the last five years. Now they are lobbying to make it a federally 
funded jumpstart for the entire US education system, with the 
goal of evening out the quality of public education and access.

Olga Cardenas at 37 years, is a new member of Congress. She is 
the daughter of a Colombian labor lawyer mother and a builder 

father who 
brought their 
family over under 
threat of death af-
ter their mother’s 
work caught the atten-
tion of a mobbed-up lo-

cal politician. 
They made their 

w a y 

through the 
Darien 

Gap, join-

ing asylum 
seekers from 

different eco-
nomic classes. 

Olga’s brother Ricardo began 
work as a glazier attaching 

glass to skyscrap-
ers soon after arriving in 
New York.  In a formative 

episode he often recounts to-
day, was laughed off the 

construction site 
by a foreman 
for his broken 
English, even 
though he’d been legally 
hired to work. He was told by 

his mother to absorb the lesson. 
A decade later, Ricardo found-
ed a company that pioneered 
the widespread use of 
solar glass. Many NYC 
buildings now generate more 
than 25% of their 
e l e c - tricity through 
t h e i r windows and fa-

cades.  Ricardo’s 
compa- ny is now the largest 
solar glass provider in the state.

A s Olga Cardenas and her 
peers push forward 
with their initia-
tive to tackle child 

poverty, they are not 
just reshaping policy but 

reimagining what success 
looks like for those who 
come from hardship. They 

embody the idea that the 
American Dream isn’t a 
static concept but one 

that evolves, fueled by 
the very people who 
have faced its tough-
est tests. 

F O R M E R  R E F U G E E S  S P E A R H E A D  A N T I - P O V E R T Y  M O V E M E N T
Reported from the imagination of Yasira Nun, artist and asylum seeker carseworker. 
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New York City, August 4, 2044 
— The Nomad Collective, a 

global 
n e t -
work of 
d i g i t a l 
n o m a d 
de s i gn -
ers, has 
b e a t e n 
b a c k 
an ag-
gressive 
c h a l -
l e n g e 
from the 
wor ld ’ s 
l a r g -
est tech 
c o r p o -
rations, 
p av i n g 
the way 
for uni-
v e r s a l 
l a b o r 
c o n -
t r a c t s 
for cre-
a t i v e s . 
In a 
w o r l d 
w h e r e 
A I 
th r e a t-

ens to erase the 
need for 
human de-

sign, this victory marks a turn-
ing point, especially for immi-
grant designers who have long 
been at the mercy of exploit-
ative gig work and restrictive 
visa systems.

Formed in the wake of the 
climate crises and mass mi-
grations of the 2030s, the No-
mad Collective functions like 
a union without borders. It’s a 
self-sustaining cooperative, us-
ing blockchain technology and 
AI tools not just to distribute 
work fairly, but to empower 
immigrant designers often 
blocked from the traditional 
job market. “The world 
changed, so 
we did too,” 

s a y s 
Lee-Sean 

H u a n g , one of the 
founding members. “De-
signers, many of them im-
migrants, were losing their 
livelihoods to AI and unfair 
contracts. We built a sys-
tem where their work c a n 
thrive.”
Immigration is at th e 
heart of the col-
lective’s mis-
sion. As U.S. 
visa policies f o r 
creatives re-
main convolut-
ed and 
c o m -
p e t i -
tive, many im-

migrant 
d e - s igners 

have been forced into 

unstable freelance work. The 
Nomad Collective, however, of-
fers a lifeline, writing visa rec-
ommendation letters and build-
ing a cross-border ecosystem 
that ensures immigrant design-
ers get paid, no matter their 

legal status. Their block-
chain contracts bypass 
traditional visa hur-
dles, linking designers 

with international clients who 
respect their rights.

The Nomad Collective 
is also closely linked to 

the New York City 
de s i gn c o m -
munity, w h e r e 

t h e city’s last 
r e -

m a i n -
ing art schools have 

fully embraced unionization, 
fostering a culture that 
sees labor rights as 
integral to artistic 
d e ve l opm e n t . These 
schools are part- n e r -
ing with the collec-
tive to ensure that 

students, 
many 

o f w h o m 
c o m e 

f r o m 
i n t e r - n a -

tional backgrounds, 
are prepared for the 
realities of the modern 

workforce.

Through their collabora-
tive efforts, they’ve even 

developed innova-
tive software that 
connects design-
ers with clients across 
borders, bypass- i n g 
restrictive visa requirements 
and ensuring fair contracts. 
These technologies are not just 
tools for surviving in a hostile 
economy—they are planting the 
seeds for the unionization of 
the design industry at large.
“It’s an exciting time,” said 
Huang. “We’re at the beginning 

of a new era in labor 
rights for designers. Our 

movement is reshaping 
what it means to be an art-

ist in the digital age—and 
we’re doing it together.”

What started as a 
response to d i s -
pla cement— cli-
mate refugees, political 

exiles, and 
f r e e l a n c e 
d e s i g n -

ers on the 
move—has 
now evolved into an 
organized resistance 

against the tech titans 
who tried to crush 

them. This past year 
saw a fierce battle of AI-
driven disinformation cam-
paigns, as companies like Meta 
and NewNews tried to paint 
the collective as a destabilizing 
force. But the collective fought 
back with a surprisingly analog 
so - lution: offline meetups.

“It’s funny,” Huang says, 
“we’ve got the most ad-

va nce d 
A I 
t o o l s 

DESIGNERS FIGHT BACK: HISTORIC LA-
BOR VICTORY FOR BORDERLESS YESMAD 

Reported from the imagination of Lee-Sean Huang, Co-Founder, FOOSA, Director of Programs at AIGA  

“The Pink Elephant” IN THE 

New York, NY – July 16, 2044 
– With refugee mega-
camps set up beside 
borders globally, and 
New York brac-
ing for yet an-
other record-

b r e ak i n g 
heatwave, 

the city is now 
facing the existentially 
daunting challenge of 

climate migration 
head-on. Modular 

housing is be-
c o m i n g 
one of 

the most im-
portant tools in 
meeting the chal-

lenge. 

Over 
t h e 
p a s t 

d e - cades, 
modular housing has 

evolved from a tempo-
rary solution for dis-
placed populations 
into an efficient and 

p e r m a n e n t 
corner s tone 

of American 
housing policy. Across 

the country, cities like 
Detroit, Cleveland, and 

rural areas 
of Maine, 
Ohio, and Tex- a s 

have welcomed waves of mi-
grants who are revitalizing 
these communities—and con-
sidering modest but stylish 

f a c -
tory-

built 

h o m e s 
t h e i r a f -
fordable piece of the 

American Dream. But 
while modular housing 
has provided solutions, 

it has also sparked de-
bate.

One of the first major mile-
s tones for the new 
modu- lar housing 
m o v e - ment came in 

2025 when 
L iv- Con -

n e c t e d , 
a New York-based 

company co-founded 
by architect Jordan 
Rogove, secured 

a con-

t r a c t 
to build 
h o m e s 

f o r 

F E M A 
in Florida 

fo l low in g 
a cata-

strophic flood. This project 
used the Connexus System in 
which components such as kitch-
e n s , 
b e d -

r o o m s , 
and bath-
rooms snap 
together. They 
were pre-
a s s e m b l e d 
in factories 
across the 
U.S. in just 
two days per 
house, and 
shipped, al-
lowing for as-
sembly in an-
other 2 days. 

From Tempo-
rary Solution 
to Permanent Infrastructure

The early 2020s were a period 

of im-

mense strain on 
urban centers like New 
York, which were over-
whelmed by an influx of 
immigrants and asylum 
seekers, many sent from 
the bordering states in 
a cynical driving of the 
news cycle. Cities were 
s o o n t h r o w n 
into full- blown cri-
sis, scram- bling to 
find temporary housing. 

DXA, Rogove’s firm. 
had already built 
shelters for di-

s a s -
ters in 
H a i t i , 
and was 

soon 

b u i l d i n g 
massive tents on 

Randall’s Island and Floyd 
Bennett field to house the asy-
lum seekers. Due to the broken 
housing dynamics of the time, 

with the h i g h 
c o s t 

o f l a n d 

and regulations making it easy 
to shut down projects, the inef-
ficient and often unsafe tents 

became semi-permanent, il-
lustrating the short-sighted-
ness of an earlier moment. 

“We knew 
we had the 
t e ch n o l o g y t o 

help,” says Rogove. “But at 
the time, only the tents were 

realistic, because due to their 
temporary nature, they could 
skirt regulations.”  

J o r d a n lobbied 
congress to c h a n g e 
building regulations so that 

modular houses could 
pass inspection right 
out of the factory, de-
creasing the costs asso-
ciated with building a 
home and bringing the 
tidy structures within 
reach of  many more 
American families—in-
cluding immigrants. 

By the early 2030’s, 
Liv-Connected’s modu-
lar cartridges became 
a staple in rural areas 
and smaller cities that 
had been losing 
popula- tion.

Expan-
sion and 

G r o w i n g 
Ten- s i o n s 

w i t h 

Trade 

Unions

Modular housing has a long 
his tory in the US–they 
w e r e s h i p p e d 

from New York to Cali-
fornia dur- ing the 
Gold Rush a n d 
an English 
house was even recorded 
being shipped to the col-
ony in the 18th century. 
Double-wide trailers became 
widespread in the housing cri-
sis of the early 1970’s. At the 
time, HUD built hun-
dreds of thou- s a n d s , 
b u t t h e n 
t h e e conomy 

c h a n g e d , 
and modular houses lost their 
sheen. It took until the late 
2020’s for Liv-Connected’s 
updated vision of modular 
cartridge housing to gain 
momentum, and it contin-
ued throughout the 2030’s. 
Its reach began to extend be-
yond rural areas and disaster 

zones. 

More recently, modular units 
started popping up in ur-
ban developments too, from 
stacked units atop brown-
stones in Brooklyn to full 
modular neighborhoods in 
Austin. This rapid expansion 
sparked friction with trade 
unions, especially in the con-
struction sector.

Ray Morales, a spokesperson 
for the Carpenters’ Union in 

N e w 
Y o r k , 
e x -
pressed 
c o n -
c e r n : 
“ A t 
f i r s t , 
t h e s e 
m o d u -
l a r 
u n i t s 

w e r e 
f i l l i n g 
g ap s—
helping 

d e l i v e r 
p r i c e s 

where tradi-
tional con-
s t r u c t ion 
c o u l d n ’ t 
keep up. 
But now 
that peo-
ple desire 
them, we’re 

The New American Dream? How Mod-
ular Housing Became a Lifeline for new a r -

New York City, July 20, 2044 
– There are refugee 
camps in Mexico and 
Turkey now rivaling 
the size of the world’s 
largest cities. It’s a 
result of the tragic 
storms of the last 
seven years in a row, 
followed by a crisis of 
displacement that has 
dwarfed any in his-
tory. And now, the UN 
has made a landmark 
decision that will re-
shape global refugee 
policy. Climate change 
has been formally 
recognized by the 
United Nations as 
grounds for refu-
gee status. But 
the story of how 
this came about 
is decades in 
making. It re-

flects the 
s u c -
cess -

ful lob-
b y i n g 

effort of a 
n e t- w o r k o f 

interfaith or-
ga n i z a t ion s 

that have focused 
on refugee sup-
port and resettle-

ment in the last thirty 
years, pushing back against 
sectarianism and isolation-
ist trends in favor of a neo-
universalism whose moment 
seems to have arrived. “Faith-

based groups have been a 
powerful voice in ensuring 
that compassion and jus-

tice not fear are at the heart of 

our immigration policies,” says 
Merrill Zack, a leader at HIAS. 

The United States, alongside 
many other national govern-
ments, has already passed 
legislation reflecting this new 
reality, while international 

treaties are being rewritten. 
These legal shifts 
will enable mil-
lions living in 
climate refugee 
camps along the 
borders of Mex-
ico, Turkey, and 
beyond to cross 
borders legally 
and seek safety. 
They will be 
eligible for 
housing, 
fo o d , 
a n d 
u n i -

ve r-
s a l 
b a s i c in-
come (UBI) ben-
efi ts , 
a sys-
t e m b o l -
stered by the UBI 
ex pan s ion i n 
the U.S. 
t w o 
y e a r s a g o . 
This dramatic re-
definition of refu-
gee status could 
change the shape 
of global migra-
tion patterns, 

with profound social, 
economic, and demo-

graphic implications for host 
countries.

The recognition of climate ref-
ugees is ground shaking, in that 
it likely marks a permanent re-
structuring of nations—espe-
cially wealthy ones. Countries 

l i k e Ban-
gla-

desh, 
w h i c h 

h ave f a c e d 
deva s t a t- ing flood-
ing, and Mexico, dealing 
with mass displacements 

from its southern 
border, have begun 

drafting policies to 
support their fleeing citi-

zens. In Europe, nations 
like Germany and Sweden 
are restructuring their 
immigration systems to 
accommodate the influx, 
focusing on affordable 
housing and labor market 
i n - tegration. The 

United States 
has mirrored 

these efforts by expanding 
access to housing benefits 
for climate migrants, who 
can now tap into UBI bene-
fits through a restructured 
HUD program. However, 
many are concerned about 
the long-term impacts of 
hosting large numbers of 
climate refugees, particu-
larly in urban centers who 
have just recently begun to 
mitigate their own housing 
crises and income inequal-
ity crises.

The Role of Interfaith Ad-
vocacy

H I A S i s 
part of the i n -
t e r -
faith 
c o -
a l i - tion 

NYCHA EPICENTER FOR GLOBAL RIGHTS 
SEEDS SEWN BY MARTIAL ARTS gymns and the discourse that bloomed from them 

If 20 years ago one had 
imagined that NYCHA 
buildings would be oc-

cupied by a social move-
ment building an autonomous 
quasi-state, we would 
expect a riot gear-
clad NYPD army to 

sw i f t l y 
c l e a r 
them out 

as they did with Zuccotti 
Park, or the occupation of 
Columbia University. 

But that’s not what we’re 
seeing with SD Comm’s 
occupation of the public 
housing complex in Har-
lem. This movement has a 
robust web of relation-
ships with elected of-
ficials and business 
leaders and more im-
portantly, the NYCHA ten-
ants themselves, which give 
it the social authority and 
political leverage to hold 
the space. In doing so, they 
are planting a NYC flag in 
the name of the growing 
international movement 
standing for the universal 
basic rights of people be-
yond their financial or na-
tional status. 

The Evolution of a Move-
ment

The SD Comm movement (SD 
references self-defense) began 
gaining traction in the late 
2020s. Politically, the movement 

s e e m e d t o 
f o r m , dia-
m o n - d -
l i k e , d i -

r e c t - l y from the 
p r e s - sure of 
t h e housing 

crisis, the migration and dis-
placement crisis,   lingering 
post-pandemic digital malaise, 
and the AI jobs meltdown. 
With an emphasis on mu-
tual aid, and mixing physical 

training with organizing, 
small initiatives popped up 

everywhere in the 
2030s—from the 
Chilean countryside 

t o New York City. By the 
end of the last decade, 

these community 
initiatives had 
developed large 
scale decentral-
ized voting tools 
that allowed it 
to speak as one 
voice.  

In NYC, the 
movement has 
two main roots. 
One is the ubiq-
uitous communes 
that had formed 
in cities to sur-
vive the housing 
crisis. The many 
undo cumented 
migrants who 
had joined and 
formed their 
communes af-
ter the shelters 
closed made a 
good fit with SD 
Comm’s refusal 
to acknowledge 
national borders.  

The other is a 
martial arts gym 
in NYCHA. 

The epicenter of NYC’s mar-
tial arts movement was a 
gym called Bandung, based 
in NYCHA housing. Its name 
derived from an independent 

film one of the gym’s found-
ers had seen in the Harlem 
art house theater. The film, 
“Bandung! Bandung!”   brings 
a dramatic reenactment lens 
to the 1955 Bandung Confer-
ences, in which Asian and 
African countries presented 
a declaration against colonial-
ism and in support of world 
peace. 

2030 saw the previous AI rev-
olution giving rise to cheaply 
produced robot workers and 
mass layoffs followed.  Con-
gress quickly implemented a 
paired-down version of Uni-
versal Basic Income (UBI). 
But it was soon clear this new 
economy wasn’t producing 
enough wealth to fund the sub-
stantial UBI payments needed 
to prop up the unemployed 
while also growing the wealth 
of the billionaire class.  

With the billionaires firmly 
controlling the government, 
and unwilling to raise taxes 
on themselves, the US federal 
budget hit an impasse and the 
country slid into a recession. 
The physical health of lower-
income people turned into a 
full-blown catastrophe as un-
employment stayed high. It 
sparked off an epidemic of im-
mobility: obesity, sickness, and 
physical weakness along with 
depression and mental health 
crisis. Martial arts coopera-
tives were one answer.

As Bandung Gym’s popular-
ity grew, it began to receive 
equipment from donations all 
over the city. Tyrell Hussein 

New York, NY - July 31, 
2044 - 
Jeehae Fischer walks 
into the room with a 
broad smile, sits down 
on her crystal-clear 
hovercouch, and the 
audience erupts as she 
announc-
es her 
latest 
guest: 

Sen-

a tor M i n -
J i Kim. The 
t w o women 
t a k e 
o u t con-
t a i n e r s o f 
h o m e -
cooked Ko-
rean food, 

a n d 

pro - c e e d 
to chat as 
they share 
dishes. Some o f 
Jeehae’s viewers project the 
holographic show into their 
own living rooms and others 
log in to the holo audience. 
The Pink Elephant 
in the Room has 
become more than 
just a platform for 
discussion—it’s a cul-

tural move-
ment that is 

strengthening and healing 
the rifts in the Korean 

American com-
munity, and it’s 
inspired similar 

Chinese, Ghanaian, Jamaican 
and Haitian shows.

The pres-
ence of 
S e n a t o r 
M i n - J i 
Kim, the 
first Kore-
an Ameri-
can U.S. 
s e n a t o r , 
highlighted 
the show’s 
g r o w i n g 
in f luence. 
J e e -
h a e 
delved 
d e e p 
into the 
t e n s i o n 
b e t w e e n 
traditional 
K o r e a n 
values and 
the evolv-
ing land-
scape of 
Amer ican 
s o c i e t y . 
Sn i p p e t s 
from the 
show rico-
c h e t e d 
t h r o u g h 
neural in-
t e r fa c e s , 

even build-
ing an intui-
tive collective 
mind mo-
ment which 

sparked a na-
tion- wide debate on 
i d e n - tity and belonging. 

For many, see-
ing a Korean 

American woman in such a 
powerful position brought a 
renewed sense of pride and 
possibility.

Fi s cher ’s 
show, how-
ever, is not 
just about 
c e leb r a t-
ing mile-
s t o n e s . 
It’s about 
a d d r e s s i n g 
the “pink el-
ephants in the 
room”—the 
uncom for t-
able truths 
that often 

go unspoken 
in the Korean 
A m e r i c a n 
com mu n i t y. 
From genera-
tional divides 
that have long 
existed in a 
c om m u n i t y 
that immi-
grated from 
a divided 
country,  to 
p o l i t i c a l 
pola r i za tion 
r e p r e s e n t -
ing different 
a l i g n m e n t s 
within US 
politics to 
problems with 
gender-based 
violence and 
racism, Fisch-
er uses her 
platform to 
respectfully challenge long-
held beliefs and foster unity. 

CANNABIS SHOPS CLOSE AS GREEN CARDS OPEN DOORS
Reported from the imagination of Maya Lunes, artist

Brooklyn, NY - October 1, 
2044 - Next month, a sweeping 
federal law nicknamed 
the “Green Light Bill” 
is set to shutter 
almost all of the can-
nabis shops 
across the 
nation. This 
bill also fas t-tracks 
the right to work and 
opens paths to citizenship for 
undocumented immigrants.

“It’s been an emotional jour-
ney,” says the bill’s co-sponsor, 
Congresswoman Griffonia Per-
ez- Kay. She nods at protestors 
who wave a sign scrawled with 
the question: “Is Your Child Un-
der the Care of A Pot Head?” 
I’m sure these people have bet-
ter things to do,” she says, “but 
yeah, we had to make some 
trade-offs, just like any piece 
of legislation. And with the 
pot industry crash, there was 
a window to pass immigration 
reform.”

“The weed shops were traps 
that kept my community 
down,” explains Maya Lunes, 
a 40-year resident of Brooklyn 
from El Salvador who has been 
undocumented for decades. 
She is a staunch advocate for 
the new law. “They needed to 
shut down for us to move for-
ward,” says Lunes.

And yet the 
cannabis industry, with 

i t s reparations-adja-
cent promises 

t o reverse the damage 
from the racist War on 
Drugs, was popular 

w i t h 
m a ny, 
a n d 

e m p l o y s 
tens of thou-
sands. Those 
employed in 
the industry 
will be of-
fered union-
ized jobs in 
c h i l d c a r e 
p r o g r a m s , 
but, “It’s not 
going to float 
e ve r yon e ’ s 
boat,” says 
Pe r e z -K ay. 
“But let’s 
talk about 
the expan-
sion of the 
green card 
p r o g r a m , 
and how one 
affects the 
other.”

Maya Lunes’ 
life has been 
inter twined 
with the 
struggles of 
her Central 
A m e r i c a n 
community.  Due 
to the complex 
and long-unre-
formed US immi-
gration system, three-quarters 
of a million undocumented 

immigrants now live in New 
York, with El Salvadorans 
highly represented among 
them. They do some 
of the hardest, most 

dangerous, and lowest-paid 
jobs—loading drones for deliv-

ery, main-
taining the 

massive Sum-
mer heat domes designed 

to cool wealthy neighborhoods 
like Park Slope, and 
maintaining frozen 
bodies of wealthy 
clients in cryogenic 
storage. 

“To be honest, I felt 
resentment,” says 
Lunes. “When you 
grow up with three 
cannabis shops and a 
liquor store on your 
block, you’ve got a 
trap set right next 
to you. You watch 
people you love get 
caught in it, and it 
breaks your heart.”

Maya’s stepfather, a 
diligent superinten-
dent who once se-
cured free housing 
for her family, fell 
victim to that very 
trap, spending long 
nights at cannabis 
shops, eventually 
costing him his job 
and pushing their 
family into financial 
hardship. 

For the past ten years, Maya 
has been running an art pro-
gram for kids out of a rented 

storefront in Sunset Park, but 
her dream has always been to 

Reported from the imagination of Alex Beria, Urbanist
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PEOPLE FLEEING CLIMATE CATAS- TRO-
PHES WIN REFUGEE STATUS
FAITH BASED ORGANIZATIONS HAVE TAKEN THE LEAD IN EXPANDING REFUGEE RIGHTS

HOLOGRAPHIC TALK SHOW SPARKS DIALOGUE IN KOREAN AMER- ICAN 

Who could have imagined 
that senator Stefanik would 
add her vote to the historic leg-
islation in which housing has 
become an entitlement for all 
US inhabitants including unau-
thorized immigrants? 

Up to the early 
21st century, 
i m m i g r a n t s 
were blamed for 
problems like 
crime, housing 
shortages, and 
wage suppres-
sion with often 
dehuman iz ing 
rhetoric. “It is 
a too familiar 
fact that wher-
ever, as in San 
Francisco, the 
Chinaman has 
settled in large 
numbers, the 
quarter in which 
he lives is no-
torious equally 
for its physical 
u n - c le a n ne s s 
and the beastly 
sensuality of 
its inhabitants,” 
screamed the 
Brooklyn Eagle 
in 1883, a year 
after the Chi-
nese exclusion 
act was passed. 
And just last 
year in 2043,, it looked like yet 
another indignity for the mil-
lions of asylum seekers and un-
documented immigrants living 

in the US. It appeared they 
would comprise the very last 

group to be permanently de-
nied the new universal housing 
benefits. 

With the recent automation 
surge—AI designed robots 

putting folks 
from sur-
geons to 
d ishwashers 
out of a job 
and causing 
a deflation-
ary spiral 
that put the 
economy into 
freefall, the 
government 
had no choice 
but to  imple-
ment 2042’s 
e m e r g e n c y 
Universal Ba-
sic Income 
e x p a n s i on . 
But Republi-
cans had re-
fused to sign 
it unless it 
adhered to 
their nativist 
America-first 
agenda.

But there’s 
been a quiet 
shift on im-
migration for 
more than a 

decade. Asylum seekers and 
climate refugees have been 
moving out to rural areas from 
Oregon to upstate NY, where 

they’ve been rejuvenating 
towns and staff-
ing businesses 
and starting 
their own. This 
has transformed 
the political cal-
cu lus—par ticu-
larly the Repub-
lican’s playbook, 
who have relied 
on influencing 
rural voters less 
exposed to immi-
grant neighbors. 
This year, AOC’s 
government read 
the moment with 
an executive or-
der   shifting im-
migration away 
from the auspices 
of Homeland Se-
curity.   Closing 
the expensive 
detention centers 
has made funds available for 
the expansion of benefits. The 
table was set for congress to 
invite the new Americans into 
the expanding social welfare 
system.

Additionally, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD) has extended 
the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) 
to all immigrants, including 
previously excluded undocu-
mented immigrants and asylum 
seekers. Whereas many didn’t 
previously qualify for Section 
8 housing vouchers, and they 
could not access housing via 

decades-long public housing 
waitlists, fam-
ilies who qual-
ify based on 
income will 
now automati-
cally receive a 
place to live, 
and deduct 
their hous-
ing expenses 
on Federal 
t a x e s — a n d 
some will 
even receive 
payments just 
as native born 
citizens do.  

Spearheading 
the decades-
long effort 
for univer-
sal access to 
housing is the 
Housing Jus-

tice For All coalition in partner-
ship with the Land Party which 
represents the growing interna-
tional land trust movement fo-
cused on shifting housing away 
from its asset class status.  The 
climate refugee surge has pres-
surized the situation, causing 
organizations like HIAS to join 
the coali-
tion.
Such orga-
n izations 
had been 
on their 
heels in 
the 2020’s 
as the 
fever of 

UNDOCUMENT- ED IMMIGRANTS AND ASYLUM 
SEEKERS NOW GUAR- ANTEED HOMES IN HUD SHIFT

Reported from the imagination of Kate Poor, Housing Strategy Specialist, HIAS
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